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    Dr Thomas is a physics graduate from the University of Newcastle (Australia) and has a PhD in physics from Macquarie University. He was a postdoctoral fellow and visiting Assistant Professor at the University of Washington, Seattle. He has held academic positions in Australia and New Zealand and, for many years, was the R & D director of Brookhaven Instruments (USA). He currently is Professor of Applied Physics at the University of South Australia. His interests are broadly in colloid and materials science. For 30 years he has been involved with light scattering techniques for application to the characterisation of colloidal and polymeric materials. Having spent half his career in private industry and half in academia he has contributed to both the theoretical development (e.g. work on particle size analysis methods) and the practical implementation of light scattering techniques (e.g. correlator/instrument design). In industry he was responsible for the development of instrumentation for particle size analysis using Dynamic Light Scattering and an instrument for the measurement of Electrophoretic Mobility.
